AN
INCREDIBLE ADVENTURE

The true story of my capture and escape
from the Greek communist guerrillas

By Nicholas Hadjimarkos

This book never been published to be sold for the fear of reprisal by the evil fanatics of the
communists guerrillas. | have edited a limited number of books typed with an ordinary typewriter
only for relatives and friends. With the new technology migprmer classmate,countryman
neighbor and bestfriend Tasos Kolokotronisvho lives now in MelbourneAustralia retyped it in
electronic format and amkindly express my gratitudéo him.



PREFACE

| was twelve years old in 1940 when the German army invaded Greece. With all the
agitation, all schools had been closed. Education was interrupted fooapde of years. In
that four-to five year occupation by the Germangrew up to be an older boy than my
age.

| saw people in misery. In 1941 the Greek people were generally starving, especially
in the big cities. | withessed many people dying daily. Aletavailable food was taken to
the front for the German army

In 1942, some schools had open. After two yeaif being absent, | started going
back to school in Salonika City which was located four or five miles away from our village
of Nea MagnesiaNow it is called lonia). Every morning | took the small train which went
through our village to go to school in Salonika, As | waited at the village station for the
train to come, | witnessed execution of Greeks prisoners by the Germans a short distance
away at the base of a hill at the edge of our villag&his happened almost every other
day.

These prisoners were captured from the resistance of the Popular Liberation of the
Greek Army who had gone to the mountains to fight the Germans to try to liber@reece
someday. Inside these units the idea of communism took root. They knew each other very
well and they organized their own units. They fought the Germans to liberate Greece, but
their plan was to deliver Greece into Russian hands after the liberationthe meantime,
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So, when the Germans caughhyone from the resistance, they put them in prison
and executed them from there. Two or three times a week | wessed these kinds of
executions. They brought them in truckloads, tied to each other by their hands and lined
them up at the base of that hill. You heard the blast of the machineguns and then saw a
big cloud of dust. After it cleared, no one was left siding. | had a clear view without any
buildings or trees to hide the atrocities.

These pictures stayed in my mind until school hours were over. Then | would go
home a confused sad boy. Thodéficult years passed with many more of these kinds of
tragedies Such tragedies for me were a different kind of education. | had gone to high
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When the Germans were gone, | thought the war was over, but how far | was from
the truth. Now that the Germas were gone, the Liberation Army that was in the
mountain for those four or five years fighting the Germans were figigi each other.
Greek with Greekln other words, The National Democratic Army with the communist left
wing had started the civil war andt was the worst. The National Army had control of the
big cities and the reorganized government. The communists stayed in the mountains to
fight a guerrilla war against those who opposed their idea of communism

Many villages were on the slope of the mouasihs. They were under communist
control. Many times they raided villages and cities and abducted civilians and took them
to the mountains to teach them communism. As you can see this civil war was very serious
and important to the future of Greece and iasted from 1945 to 1951



When the Germans left, we hedrthe American Farm School was reopening and
accepting applications mostly boys from villages in Greece. It was an agricultural school,
but they taught almost everything, farming, plumbing, carpentrglectrical and mechanics
so | was very interesting.

The school director Mr. House was an American. His father had founded the school
in 1904. It was interrupted by th&econd World Waand now it was reopened in full gear
and accepting forty to fortyfive new students for the first year. | went with couple of
friends of mine, Tasos and Fetion the bus to the end of Salonika city. From there we
walked five or six miles to the isolatedhstitute which was on seven or eight hundred acres
of land that belonged to the school. We were the first applicants after World War II. This
gl a OFrftSR GKS ! YSNRAOIY CIN¥Y {OK22f FTNRY
the next few pages you havihe opportunity to read my true life adventure if you wish.

This small part of my lifevas one of the most dangerous. It was also the reason
why | came to America

Destiny saved me and sent me far away from the troubled world across the sea to
America. Tha | met and married the loveliest girl in Michigan. For the anniversary of our
forty happy years | am dedicating this story to my dear wife Stemma.

Nicholas Hadjimarkos
August 9/ 1995

g K.



The great kidnapingf 42 students from the AmericaRarm
School of Thessaloniki Greece by the communist guerrillas
ELAS on Fr. Januaz/ 1949

The American Farm School has developed from barren, 50 acre plot to land that housed
and schooledvo 62@&a& Ay 2yS O0dzAtRAYy3 (42 | otp I ONB
buildings, a seklsufficient farm, a coed boarding school, and 79 years of progressive
change. The basic philosophy of the School, though, has remained the same since John
Henry Housefounded the School in 1904; to educate Greek youth through modern
agricultural theory and practice, to teach the students to appreciate the dignity of manual
labor, and to carry back to their villages the knowledge and skills acquired at the Farm
School. e Farm School aims to develop an equal balance in the hearts, heads and hands
of Greek high school youtthe desire ability and positive attitude to learn and develop
modern agricultural techniques in Greece. In addition the Farm School provides conginuin
educational opportunities for Greek adults and sponsors two sumrpesgrams involving
international students



My name is Nicholas Hadjimarkos. The year is 1986 Octobét gdice | came in this

country thirty years ago | have always had in my mind that | want to do this since | came

to this country. First to learn the English languageell enough and then translate my true
adventureF NBY DNBS|] (2 9y3I{MNMKXD2 .dd KFYSND (KA NK
think | accomplished that much in the language area but | translating it to English, | put it

with my own voice on the tapes so | can hear myself how bad | sound to others. | realize

that accent like that is rooted dee inside and no way | am going to lose it. So | was glad

to put it in words, in writing this new piece of English literature and quite heavy foreign

accent and plenty mistakes by reading it, perhaps you live some moments in the true
adventure

This is a itue story aboutme, a story that I lived during the difficult period when

the communists raided entire villages and imprisoned all that they found in the path. Their

purpose was to indoctrinate their fanatic beliefs, ideas and purposes to everyone possible

But for the Hellenists who have always been Hellenists, it was difficult to accept
something like this in a civilization of 3000 years in a country for which thousands upon
GK2dzal yRa KIR &l ONAFTFAOSR UGUKSANI fAQ@S&o0o (2 Ay
wanted to be free. With danger of my life | fled from these clashes, but there were three

things | assiged myself faith, patience, and courage if | had not employed these three

graces, perhaps today you would not be hearing the following story.

Perhaps | will start everything from the beginning

| was a student of the American farm School, a senior in the fourth year of the
school which was located four kilometers to the east of the city of Thessaloniki. These
were difficult times for all, but especily for those that lived in the villages in the
mountains. These mountains of Greece were well fortified by various communists band
that would descend upon the villages and grab everything in their sight.
As students at the Farm School we were concerméth our lessons and in general with
our work about the school. Day after day seemed to glide by peacefully for us, but that
was until that fateful night that no one was expecting and that disturbed many.
The students were all from different villages and ieis of Greece and they came to the
school in order to learn proper methods of land cultivation. There were about 200
students, 50 in each class. Each class was assigned a separate section in the dormitory. As
seniors our group has only five months left loeé graduation but it seems that fate had
reserved a very unpleasant experience that we were to undergo that night Friday 28
January 1949

For the benefit of the students, the school had arranged for us to visit our families
on certain holidays and so itvas near the Christmas holiday and we were given a
vacation. We all went to our homes and had a wonderful time, of course. On our return,
however, the administration office observed that one of the students didt meturn. The
immediately notified his parats in the village of Souroti only to find that he had been
abducted by the communist band. The news of this tragedy quickly spread to all students
and the feeling was of common sympathy for the loss of an exceptional student.
One month had passed sinceishincidentand everyone had just about forgotten about it,
but it seems that fate again was promising a great surprise in a catastrophe for our
school. It was Friday and that night it was announced that leave of absence would be
given to all those that e in villages in the vicinity and so | was granted that weekend to



visit my parents. After | had completed all my duties that evening | retired to my room
which was in the lower part of the dormitory and at 9.30 p.m. the lights were turned off.
Barba Kyrakos,the supervisoras we called him was in charge and was required thit
was to be absolutely quite, no talking and laughing after that time. If anyone did noise
after the lights were out. Barba Kyriakos would take down the name and report him to the
authorities and his contact would be recorded. That night before light out my best friend
K2 KIR GKS 06SR ySEG (2 YAyS &aSSYSR tAGGES
You are really lucky to have home so close to the schools that every so gtierget to go
for the weekend, because the school is like an army place. You will be like a free bird
tomorrow with the pass in your hand.

We dropped off to sleephe in his bed | in mine, but a sleep that was destined not
to last until morning. Our lighs went out. Peacefulness fell over, not a sound was to be
heard except, perhaps for the monotonous snoring of fellow classmate. There was
complete tranquility and we were in deep paradidie sleep and dreaming.

Suddenly a great commotion shattered my @it sleep, strange noises, short abrupt
talking and the lights burning. Half asleep, | turned on my side and peered at my neighbor
only to find him was dressing fast. | hovered beneath my covers snugly and toefthd
the sweetness of slumber again, netven making an attempt to find out what was going
on.
G/ 2YNF RS IS4G dzldd / 2YS 2y I KdzNNE dzLJx 3S3G RNB
{GATE dzyltofS (2 FAYR GKS YSIyAy3a 2F GKA&AXZ L
comrade in the middle of the nigt when we should be sleeping?

Finally, | sat up and saw soldiers and plain clothes msome weaing torn, saggy
Ot 20KSa YR 20KSNER 6SINARYy3 aOKI NBhitmk dobug¢ | 1 A
giving orders. They were armed with machine guns and knives. Who were these men?
Why they interrupt our sleep?. We never would believe that we were being invaded by the
communists. | could not believe it.
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throat as he spoke bitterly. For the first time in our lives we were faced with the danger of
weapons and the fear made us really like lambs, even though we went through the war
with the Germans when we we young. We saw so many things, we saw many Kkillings,
but nobody took us this way to the civil war. Without a single disagreement we dressed
ourselves mechanically.

There were forty of us in the dormitory and each of us svéacing this tragedy
different way. One was crying like a small child, another was cursing his life, another was
thinking about his mother who was thinking about her only child and everybody was just
RA&ZGAZIND SR YR RARYQUG 1y26 ¢KIFG G2 R2 2N aleéd
a conscience.
But let me continue with the course of events.
We were preparing ourselves for the long journey. We were told to supply ourselves with
a blanket. | wore my work coat and a pair of heavy hiking boots because | knew only too
well that the hike through the mountains would demand that. | also took a comb with me
that my father had given me a few weeks before, at that time | had hair on my head. |
LINE OSSRSR (2 NBY2@S |ff Y& ARSYUGAFTFAOFIGAZ2Y A
want to take them with me. | carried only a small calendar and a pencil. | joined the others
in the hallway in the corner of the dormitory where a guard was watching s nobody
would escape. A guerrilla was stationed there with an automatic weapon to check anyone



who would go out of line. | was just about last in the line, so | could easily see the other
guerrilla suspiciously checkingth®f 2a S0 | YR 0SRNR2Ya F2N Fyezy
want to leave any of the students behind. And so one by one after anotive filed down
the familiar hall that for the past three and of half years had served us unselfishly, the
familiar hall running to the cafeteria where we ate many mornings andemsings.
As we proceeded down the stairs, one of the cooks appeared withaakbt of
bread from the kitchen. We were told to take a loaf. With bread under one arm and a
blanket under the other arm we were ready for the unknown journey. At the foot of the
stairs, two of the women from the kitchen, who had been awakened by by a# tioise
stood crying, realzing our danger and the adventure that we would have going through
GKS Y2dzyidlAyas (GKS& RARYQU 1Yy 26 These wamdn ¢ 2 dzf F
represented our mothers and each of us gave them a kiss good bye whether oweot
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they were the last three people we saw.
Everythingwas finally arranged. As we began our journegne followed theother
like lamb. Wewere not allowed to talk sothe deadly silence was interrupted by the
rhythmic pattern of the footsteps and occasionally the bark of a distance dog. We were
walking through the new sown wheat field of our school dragging our feet with effort.
In the beginning, a few thought it was suething of a joke to have 42 boys grouped in
such a fashion and walking through the field at midnight not knowing their destination.
But after a while we could no longer see the school. As we went farther and farthiaa
began to come inside ysve cong f SR 2 dzNB St 9S& o0& (KAgiHesy I ¢
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A little bit farther was the airport that was close to Salonica. Before we had quite
reached the airport, which is four miles from thEarm School, we heard loudspeakers
warning of the possible approach of the communists. This was a surprise. They probably
heard about the thing somehow, and now they were trying to warn everybody to put the
big lights in the airport to see through the age
Before our leader reognized that suggestion, the lights were directly upon us. We
all froze in our footsteps. The communists, however, were right at our heels pointing at
our sides with their guns, with loud rough voices they shouted at us to hit tiheugpd or
they were going to see us with those big bright search lights. We remained there for a
moment until the lights passed and then repeated that routine several times until it
passed over us and they could not see us with the light. We slid passechtiuses of
another Farm School located west of the airfield. Several of those airfieiltes were
deserted and no soul could be seen in any one of those homes.
We made such a fuss with our passing that it seemed strange that all of us could
not disturbedsomeone. No one however was even aware of the drama of 42 persons, and
our last remaining hope died.
We got to a little village and proceeded through it without giving any indication that we
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were walking right behind us and for every five students there was one of thards
watching so we could not escape. But now each of us was trying in our mint to find a way
to escape. This was very difficult since we had neveeroén such a dangerous position.
A few hours before we had been free, we were sleeping soundly as students and
had never faced such a difficult problem, not even in our classes.



Here, free and careless celebrating the 40th year of the founding of the American Farm
Schoolof Thessalonikby John Henry House whose bustdisplayed in front of two large
banners showing how it was this place in 1904 and how was in 1947.
The teams ohonorare: On the left| am firstwith classmatesn white overalland on right
are my schoolmates and childhood friends Fotis and Tasgb other classmates
Both discontinuedtheir studiesafter the third term and joined theMilitary Engineering
School in Athens for a 5 year term

Nick Hadjimarkos



Now as slaves of the enemy of our country, we were approaching the beginning foothills
of the mountains whose secret paths and caves these guerrillas knew so well. That was
the first act of our drama that was to follow.

In front of me, a classmate was mahning and nao holding my silence any longer. |
GKAALISNBR (2 KAY® a2 tdt washisinanie)hbdvas ffomyPalygyCoNA 3 | R 7
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He was the student that they abducted a fewonths earlier. You must wonder
who this person was. He was classmate, of course, like | said who was abducted from his
home town e few months ago when he went home for Christmas vacation. | was so taken
ol O]l o0& (GKAAa ySga (KNEBE ALa KKAUY2E:eéKaqdSRSKE VY,
4SS KAYE
Did you speak to him?
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He said this because for every five or six people in the line, likaid; three was a
guard to make sure no one went free. As we kept on marching constantly towards the
unknown, | suddenly notice a guard next to me. He was then joined by another guard
armed head to foot. They spoke for a while and then parted. The two guards were in close
position, and | was trying to distinguish their characteristics when as we made a narrow
turn at the pass,| was able torecognizeone by the light of the moon, and it really was

Angelo, our former roommate who was now guarding uarmed with a
machinegun.

Fork  Y2YSyid L F2NB2G YeaStF¥ FyR dGFft]1SR 2dzi f 2
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the talking and pay attention to your marchingg S OF yy 24 Gl f 1 y26® Wdz i
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Fye Y2NBIZ 0dzi nlyeaheming yisvdice.d Bas AoSrBakentdally was
him who had lived for three years or four years sharing the same classrooms, the same
dormitory, breathing the same airHe was such a good student, but what could | do?. It
was quite evident tha he was now someone else who had forgotten all his friends and
classmates.
Possible these thieves told him their lies and he was changed that way. He betrayed us,
then again | knew of something else. There might be a possibility that they were
threatening his life. After that, | spoke no more and | continued walking with my head
down. | prayed for the earth to swallow me up until this had all passed and then release
me once again, but no such miracle could happen | knew..
A signal was given for a short rgsbut ten minutes later we were off again
marching and marching to the unknown. Thisas very tiing and we realized we were
going farther. We were beginning to look like we were in a trance. Meanwhile, every now
and then we would pass tiny streams, buhé water was almost frozen from the cold
weather. Many would break the ice to quench their thirst.
As we continued, the hills kept getting larger and the village was becoming more
distance through the wild trees and shrubbery. It was impossible to walk namless we
remained on the path. The rebels who up to now were marching next to us were also
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forced to marchin the back of every five persons to guard us better and here was the end
of the adventure for many. Those who were in the middle of the lihaving two
classmates in the front of them and two in the back of them were able to dart either to the
left or to the right at the turn of the path and were able to hide in the shrubbery until they
had all marched away. They were then free and fled back to saféMany succeeded in
escaping this way.

| watched them, but it was impossible for me to do the same because immediately
in back of me was a rebel. It was evident from this moment that | had more to experience
in the days that followed. In this manner th&rst group of classmates was able to escape
without notice. Here the fate of each person weighed heavily according to his position in
line. This was kind of destiny or luck.

For a moment the space betweems became quite distant so that it was impossibler

them to guard us closely. | looked behind me and was amazed to find no one in back of

me. In front of me was a classmate from my hometown names Isaak. As | held my blanket

FYR I £2FF 2F oNBIFIR AY Yé KFYyRX L naWithiR (2 KA
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As soon as | had made the decision to hide behind the bush, which was the only one
to be found around there, | heard my classmate, not quite sober from the surprise | gave
him saying to med & ddiSfidm there quick, here comes a rebel and he is armed with
Jdzyda® |'S Aa 3IF2Ay3 G2 3ISH @2dz Ay G(GNRdzof So |
FYR L KlFLadAfte 20Se@SR UKS g2NRa 2F Yé FTNASy
to protect me.

The rebel caught up with us but to our surprise a classmate of our had taken the
Jdzy &2 GKS 3dzZ NRAy3I NBo6St O2dzZ R NBalid L RAF
gave him the gun to carry figuring he might sympathiZNJ St 84S G(KS& RARYQ
bullets in the gun.

Pretty soon the other rebels caught up with us and there were two rebels instead
of one behind me and | was right in the middle. This was my torture, | guess,

The dawn of a new day was beginningwhen I é&R 2y S NBo6 St ale G2 | y?2
the day breaks tell the others we are going to hide in the foothills of Katsika Mountains
0SOlIdzaS 6S IINB Ay | RIFEy3aASNRdza f 2 Olwasiiey | YR
name of the Greek Army, the regular nainal army. They called them fascists. In villages

they have the protection of the civilian guards and the call the MEA. Their conception of

course was that everyone else was a fascist and only they were the justified in their
extreme acts, one of which waseing dramatized that night with us.

¢tKS 20KSNJ NBoSftf FTyagSNBR KAY YR L RARYQI
sort when they realized that we were listening and we continued on. Finally, when we
arrived at their designated spot it was quite lightwe were then instructed to remain in
our position and without disturbing our line and to rest on eadeoverheard someone say
that this was their fifth night without rest on their mission. Naturally they were extremely
tired. They told us talking was fididden. | took this opportunity to observe how many had
escaped during those hours that we were on the path and to my surprise and joy | found
ten were missing

a® YySEG (K2dzaKG 6l ad ab2sr K26 YdzOK Y2NB
number toescape. The ten were free, but we are still captive.
| lay down to think, and not to sleep of cours@hree steps away a guard was sitting with
an automatic rifle. It seems that we were going to spend the day like this. The rebels all

S
R
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were tired and they éll asleep quickly. Feelg the chill of the morning air;l covered
myself with my blanket and as | lay thinking | became drowsy and dropped off to sleep.
That was mistake but | got sleep.

Two or three hours later as | shifted my position because | hadobse numb from
the cold, woke and looked around. To my surprise, my neighbor had vanished leaving his
behind his blanket. | could not make out what happened and | satim@n effort to find
out. A quick glance was enough to tell me that many others hadifleaving their blankets
behind. But how did this happen. Where did the go?. | kept asking myself.

Then | spotted the guard snoring soundly. His rifle and everything was quite plain.
b2g 6r+a GKS GAYS F2NJ YS (G2 3IS{H 2wake me2@ ¢ 2 K@
when they were leaving or something? Like a bolt of lightning the thought of their
deception raced through my mind. After the guard had fallen asleep, those that were still
awake took advantage of the situatiorand escaped.

G2KIFEG FY L aAdGdAy3da KSNBK L YAIKEG Fa oStf
thought into action the sleeping guard just happened to wake and began to count his
prisoners. | watched him closely. He opened his blanket so | can see his face. He mumbled
and was mad. | could not help thinking that the others could awakened us from our sleep
to join them, but, no the burden of fate rested upon the sixteen who had remained. Only
sixteencan you imagine?

Everything would be on us now. Wgere right in their pakets ready to perform
GKSANI gAaKSaod 2 Ke 02dz Riheis?But hé caufl | km&v3ahis | g | | ¢
would happen. From my position underneath the blanket | was madratself.

The guard proceeded to wake up a comrade to take his place. It waduis to
guard us, but it was also time to place the responsibility for the escape on his shoulder,
G220 L (K2dAKG GKS& RARYy QG NBFEtAT S GKEFEG | 3N
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like they trying to get revenge something.

We continued to stay there until morning. A new thought kept racing in my mind
now. Logically | knew that when they escaped they went to the small towns that were in
the area.Undoubtedlythey would inform the police ad the army that anumber of boys
had been kidnapped. Before | could finish my thought, | heard a shot in the air, then a
third. We did not know quite what to do, but immediately the leader of this mission
ordered us to get up with a blanket and to contieumarching near the guard that he
assigned us. As we carried out the order the guard handed me an object that is called lira,
an instrument that plays like mandolin. He wanted me to free him of it sodwaild use his
rifle in emergency. Now the gunshots glol be heard at close range in an increasing
number. | knew for sure the students were in the small towns and told the police or the
national army and they were trying to come and get us. But how could they recognize us
from the guerrillas who wore almostthe same cloths?. They were shooting whether
anybody moved or not.

In front of me a younger classmate was marching. It occurred to me to get his
attention, but the guard who was following me did not give me any moment of
opportunity. He was right behind mavith his pistol in his hand. When there was a turn on
the path | saw my classmate and tried to whisper to him because he was in front of me
where nobody could notice Es@apeand escapé @ 2 A G K2dzi GdzNYyAy3 o6 O]
of the line and left me inthe middle of two rebels. Now the shots could be hears louder
and were closer.
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him were several classmates who were being guarded very closely now because only a few
students remained. We finally reached a bare hill, the only obvious escdmen those
machineguns. We could continue marching and escape the police and army that were
after them. But it was dangerous for us, too, because the bullets would not be able to
single outthe rebels from the prisoners. | quietly experience my instinct of fear that
moment for the first time in my life. | hugged the ground.

Gl AadSy (G2 YSésx alFAR GKS NBoStd® a2KSy L
up your things and go up the hi fWe dvere exposed of course to all the guns and fire if we
went to the other side of the hill. Suddenly | heard a shot that landed close to us and the
rebel ran. | had had the lira in one hand and my blanket in the other, but | prepared to run
up the dangerous hill. Then I heard another shot and a second and finally a third that
came almost to my feet. It was a machinegun shot. | thought I was wounded and |
slumped to the ground hitting my forehead on a small stone. As I lay there still it occurred
to meto play dead and | laid without making the slightest movement, but those guys had
SELISNASYOSR (KAy3a tA1S (KIGd ¢KSe OFLyQild &asl

¢KS 3dz2 OFftftSR o6FO1® aDSG dzLd FyR NYzy G2
| felt nothing sothat he would believe that | was wounded or dead. He knocked my foot
with something and then said very angrilyt D 8pj | tell you and forget your jokes, get up
FYR NY¥zy G2 GKS 20KSNJ aARS o0ST2NB L 3IADS &2c
g2y S B2dz yed LI FOS¢d L 0O2dz R & SvBatwiodditi KS Y
be for him to shoot me? Who knows how many people he had already killed?. And now
surely he would not have mercy upon me.

L alAR® a! ff NRIKOGIZ el bedtlash wag daitingddd thevd t@ 2
a2 aK22GAy 3z L OFryy20 Ndzy 6AdGK Fff GKSasS
G[ S @S (KSR KSiNBdzL) ' YR Nbzyé KS &alAR Ay |y |y
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We were safe now from the fire and for the moment we all breathing a sigh of relief for
surviving of this. We continued marching and | suddenly | realized that | was limping. The
hill of my boot had probably been shot off byé shot | felt near my feet. A little closer and
lg2d2 Ry Qi KIF @S 06SSy a2 f dzO] @

We were now being hurried along the outside of the mountains. They took another
count of the prisoners and they were surprised to found out that only seven remained out
of the 42 taken in prisoners. We were the cowards, the unlucky ones, or even the shield,
one can say, to remain while the others escaped. Our mothers and fathers would be
waiting for us anxiously and there would be no sign of us. Yes seven of us remained. | was
the oldest and tallest

One of us was suffering from high fever. He could not march any longer because he
was sick and he could not even stand on his feet. Another classmate and | caught ahold of
him by the arms and were helping him to march. We kept pleading to the rebels teast
abandon him. He could be found by the others and take to his home. We kept asking
GKSY® G2 KFG FNB @2dz IA2Ay3a G2 3JLAYy o6& GF1Ay3
glyld G2 GFr1S KAY (2 @2dzNJ RSaUAYFdA2YyKE

& K I duflisiness @ ¢ KS | y¥FRSNI2dr &A yR! 82 dzNJ 6dza Ay S
Finally we convinced them to at least abandon him since the fever was burning him and it
was bothersome for us because we could not march ourselves, it was a hardship for us.

We put him in an easy spot so that he coubé able to flee to a village where they could

dz G F
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find him easily. He did not know how to thank us because we were able to change the
minds of these savage guerrillas.
They should have realized that he would be of no value to them. He would
probably die on the way. He was crying with joy that we have saved him even thou we
were still prisoners and no one would save us. We could say nothing but a bitter good bye
FNRY GKSNB 2dzNJ NP R &aSLINIYGSR® |I'S g2dA R &az22:
God bless us.
GD22R fdz0] o62@aéd ¢KSasS 6SNB (GKS ftlFaid é2N
man. Wrapped m his blanket he watched us disappear in the distance
Now there were six remaining and there was no way | would have even thought of
escaping because there we so many guards and people around us. At a turn in the path
we waved goodbye and lost him behind some shrubbery. | sigh with relive at the thought
of helped someone gain his freedom, even though my own position was even worse now.
The rebels had us wherthey wanted us. They never counted us or questioned us about
the deception of the others. They would constantly stare at us with an evil eye hoping to
dissolve their bitterness and that someone would make a mistakad they could shoot
the rest of us righ there. We were lucky once for the others, the lure or bait, so to speak.
The other thirty six fled but then you could look at it another way; someone had to be in
front or the rebels blocking their view so they could escape.
| glanced back out of curiosi to see where some of my other classmates were
because we were marching in a group and were mixed in with the rebels.
Another classmate darted out of the line but thinking it would be only momentary | did
not consider myself.
It was only after we had come down the hill and wepreparingto enter a glen,
that the rebel, who obviously had counted us after leaving the sick one aras probably
KFrR 4SSy KAY RIFENIL 2dzi Ay GKS ¢22Raz &n&K2dziSR
O02YS R2gy KSNB¢ (2 2dzNJ adzNLINARAS 6S RAR y20 |
there. Quickly | realized that my classmate hid himself someplace up there on the hill and
he was planning to escape as soon as we left the ar®at the guerrilla nsisted that there
was another one of us up there and as a matter of fact he saw him going through the
g22Ra® 1S AGFNISR K2ff SNAYy3 gAGK |y FyaINER f:;
GKSNBE 06SOFdzaS LQY 3JA2Ay3 G2 O 2NySront ybur Kidilg & 2 dz A °
L FOSz L gAff O2YS IyR 3IS0 & 2dz
He was very angry and insisted that this person was up there and he was going up
there to get him and flush him out and execute him up there on the spot. He said it was to
set anexamplefor those who would betrayu® ¢ KS& gSNBy Qi g2NIKe G2
to eliminate him now.
Realizing what could happen, we knew that the man was there, so all of us with
2yS @2A0S AlFAR (2 (GKA& 3FdzSNNATE f | & hithérKiSNE A &
FNRYy(G 2F @2dzZd bSOSNIKStSaasx ¢S 1ySse TFT2N adz
hill hiding in the thick bushes. | saw him, he was walking in in front of me and the guerrilla
was behind me and he could not possibly see him for sure. Bai him. He went into the
bushes. And if he even saw him, he thought he would come after he took careisof
personal need.
So all of us continued going down the hill and we saw nobody else coming. Now the angry
guard with his high pitched voice turnedtdzd | YR &F AR® &, 2dz Jdz2 & | NJ
too. You are trying to make a fool out of me. If we were not in a hurry to catch up with the
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other groups | would prove to you that | was right, and then all of you would you wish you
KFR y20 0S5 Sngistedl ithJa atbn veice that it was really a waste of time and
he should believe us that no one was there. Now he wescer, really mad. He sai® & L
O2dzy i SR @2dz 0S¥2NB YR GKSNB 6SNB aAaAEsS y26 I
to countup to ten. You guys think that you are smart. You try to protect a traitor and save
KAd YAAaASNIofS tAFTS® 2SS RARYyQU aleée lFyedkKAy3d |
his friends who was tired and laying down with a submachine gun waiting for usofple
of us went to him and tried to talk to him and convince him that we were the only ones.
We begged him to tell his comrade, the guerrilla that there was no one else up
there. He looked us up and down knowing, of course, none of us voluntedianghe
YAdaAz2y |FyR KS 1yS¢ 6S 6SNBE feAayad IyR gAilK
probably do the same thing as the others if you were given the right opportunity. So you
gl yid YS (2 0StASQOS &2dK 52yQi fAS {do2beYS y2
eliminated, where do you think they will go? To their villages, to their towns, to their
farms we have agents in every corner of Greece, so in any case of escape, there is
punishment by deathif you guys have anything planned in your scull, you migts well
F2NBSG A0 AT @&2dz glyd G2 &aSS e2dz2NJ NBf I GA@GSa
Hearing these cold words of that man kept us silent and now we were scared more
8Sid 2SS RARYQU (y2¢ oKIG (GKS&@ ¢gSNB 3F2Aay3 (2
were left to be thefive unlucky ones, us. He got up from his sitting position. He turned
F2NBIFNR (2 KAA FTNASYRIZ O2YNIRS>E |yR K2ffSNB
KFgS G2 32 NRAIKG y26 AT 6S R2y Qi &l dyKiS &l 26 SONI
ahead of us smewhere and they had captured some other people from other villages.
They were the first group, so they were opening the path for the rest of us in those remote
FNBFa Ay (GKS Y2dzyilAyasd ¢KSe 1ySs SOSNER LI G
national army. finally, when we started moving out of the area, | knew that our
schoolmate was almost free and pretty soon would be joined with the others someplace
and go home to relatives and friends.
| was happy and sad at the same time, walking now and agaira single line with
our heads dow following them to the unknown a dangerous adventure perhaps costing
us our lives In the chilly of the morningnd with fear in our hearts, we followed them like
dogs. When we joined with the others we were walking @anarrow goat path in a single
fAYySs SIOK 2F dza ¢l a y2¢ o6+a 0SKAYR I 3dzSNNJ
idea of escaping.
| was personally thinking now that since there were just five of the forty left thei
mission was failure right from tk start. They did not have too much to loss by eliminating
the rest of us if the preferred to, and they would tell their leaders they had totally failed.
Now we must be extra careful of what we said and how we behave®@ ¢S RARY Qi Y
matters worse. We mat convince them now that we were with them and not to worry
and not to worry about us. But as we were inexperienced young students they could see
our frustration and the sadness in our faces so really we could not fool them and follow
them. So we did.
We were walking nights and catnapping days in a thick forest which was on our
gl ed hyte GKSe (1ySs 6KSNB ¢6S gSNB I2Ay3Iod 2S5
we were going north, or south, east or west but we kneme were some place that was
the hiding place of all the guerrillas in the mountains. Once in a while we heard them
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saying that we were getting clos¢o the destination. Two nights from now if they took
shortcuts, we would be there.
The next day just before dawn one of my schoolmates was actregy strange. |
thought maybe he was having some kind of nervous breakdown or something. And | tried
G2 OFftY KAY 0SOl dzih&malter With Ry &g Afferyivaliding allkighi
GKSe (2fR dza G2 aAd R2g6y T2 Ndelo dNBesdithingsS O dza S
again. Our friend, the student, started talking again with a louder voice and saéd! f f
0KSaS (GKAy3a ¢S adzFFSNI F2NJ GKSANI OF dzASs gKel
GKA&A 6 NE 6K& RAR GKSe@& (liRe% breakdovindand he Wi S K ¢ ®
aleAyad 2SS |INB 2dzald &aGdzRSyilaés Kz2ffSNRARy3
attention.
| was starting to get nervous because this was enough to make them mad at the
rest of us. | was kicking him on one side trying to calim down but, instead he was
getting worse. He started cursing and swearing. This was very dangerous for our position.
He forgot tha the was not dealing with his father or brother bur fanatic communists
guerrillas who would not even hesitate to kill theiown father or mother to accomplish
their expedition. But he stubbornlyf SLJi al &Ay3 GKAy3a €A1ST a2 Ke
since most of us are gone? What are you going to say to your leader about where the
20KSNJ op adGdzRSyida | NBKé
Now it was time for oneof us to interfere to stop him from going farther with his big
mouth. | had the feeling that if he said more, we might leave our bones somewhere in this
mountain.
Gl S FTNASYRéeé L OFfftSRd a52y Qi GlFft]1 Fyeé Y;
what you sayb ¢ m@adé |hifn think a little bit, and for a while he went off by himself.
Nobody brought him back out because we tried to save ourselves at this difficult time. |
had to talk to him like that and | think he knew deep inside | would agree with him under
different circumstances. But, here, | had to put on a mask and pretend he was wealy
GKSe ¢gSNBE NARIKG a2 GKSe g2dz RyQd 32 3IShH NBI
much attention to him. They proébly marked him for lateron when an opportunity would
O02YS IyR GKS@& 02dzZ R 3IAGS Al (2 HKwed 32YS 20KS
L ¢Syd | ONRraa (2 KAY FYyR &lFlAR® a[AadaSy O
you. If you care for your life together with the rest of us, please keep your mouth shut and
R2y QG &l é& y2yasSyaS GKAy3Iao ! a @& 2aallydntheir &SS 4
KIFyRa® ! YR gAGK 'y S@Sy 2SN 92A0S L (G2ftR
we wait we may find the opportunitycwith Gods help to escape.
Somehow he calmed down and relaxed and he realized that he had made a mistake and
heal AR® aL 'Y &a2NNEBXZ L 61 a& FNHAINI GSRE
Now of course, we were very hungry. We arrived at a little church high in the
Y2dzy Ul Aya (GKIFG GKS& OFfftSR a/lFOF@2éd LYy LISHC
from the hills and celebrate every year with liturgs and other religious ceremonies. Now,
because of the civil war the guerrillas occupied all the high areas and they were using this
church as a shelter, for the communist guerrillas it was a shack, it was nothing else.
Before | continue my story | wanbttell you something here that you would probably like
to know. In the beginning, in 1941 Wwen the Germans occupied Greece, there were
guerrillas in the mountains. We called the liberating guerrillas who tried to liberate us
from the Germans, but actuallyhere were two kinds of guerrillas; the National Army
guerrillas who fought the Germans and the communist guerrillas who fought the
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Germans. They were looking for an opportunity, as soon as the Germans left the country

to take over and make Greece a commancountry. When the Germans left eventually

the national army took the valleys and citiemnd tried to get rid of the guerrillas who were

Ay GKS Y2dzylilAyao b2g GKS& gSNBYyQl FAIAKAIGAY3
Greek government itself to estdish a communist regime. So there was a civil war and

they occupied all the high areas in the mountain in those years. From the they would hit

the villages and different places and take ammunition, food, peopléke ust and

sometimes they took children. Téibloody war lasted five or six years after the Germans

left. They raided villages, farms and schools, dragging along to the mountains innocent
peopler women, men, children against their will of course and they made no exceptions

1948. Here is the class of 1945, the first class after the end of WW Il in an excursion to the
sea side town of Mihaniona accompanied by the Directors wMes. AnnHouse (sixth from
left standing) and the principal Mr. Theodore Litsas ( First under treg¥l The shyand
brilliant student next to Mr. Litsa in the backgrounis Angelos Tsiggidis who willingly or
by force lead the guerrillaso the School and under the threat of gurabducted the whole
classof 43 students marchinghem to the hideouts in tle mountainsof Khalkidhikiwith
plans to train them to fight their own people or to sentthem to the iron curtainto make
them party leaders.
Fortunately enough, one by one and lastly me, escaped from the communist tyranny to tell
my story
Next to our principal Mr. Litsa is my friend Tasos wearintje@ and | am the §' from left in
the back rowwearing also a tie

Nick Hadjimarkos
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As | said befee, after four days and nights we arrived at the long deserted
mountain church, hungry, mda SN} 6 f S RSLINBAaSR® C2NJ) (g2 RI &
eat. They told us to sit down on the side of the outside wall which was protected from the
wind because it was still daylight. ivas very call up there and we put down the blankets
that we had rought from American Farm Schobdl ¢ KI 1 Qa |t S KI R® h dz
from different paths and water we had passed by and it was freezing, we had gone on this
unknown journey.

After a while we were just sitting down and | saw this guerrilla with a §te killed
good size goat on his shoulder. As soon as he put the goat down, without any words the
other guerrillas started to skin it and in a few minutes the skin was off and the already
had a chunk of meat in their hands. A little farther there was a fire with meat on sticks.

They were around the fire barbequing KA & RAYYSNI L g astrair Kdzy 3|
Nobody invited us. As | started smelling the cooed meat | was going out of my mind. We

were all huddled on the side of the wall thinking, home, nice bed, good food, and free. But

Ay GKAa OFasS || RNBFY R2SayQi Ho®coulgwediie HNB © | ¢
tell aboutit?

With this thought in my mind, | saw a guerrilla cut a big chunk of meat, walked
near us, put it down on top of some branches we had near us and say, Go ahead and cook
AlG 282dz2NB St Fe&d . St ASPS ativnSI got upRAIRYE Rinyseff BihR | y 2 G
1YAFS GKIFIG GKS 3JdzSNNRAEfl KIFEIR €SFT4 2y (GKS Y
schoolmates make any move. But we had been together and they must have been hungry
too. But why?. | know they were sad and depeesl and miserable.

{2 61&a L® KSNB L ¢gFad b2 YFYF 2N LI LI G2
R2yQl SIdzX @2dz NP 3I2Ay3 (G2 0SS Y2NB Kdzy INE
GK2aS 3dz2a R2y Qi OFNBE AT &2 dzthing ¢lshIBey giyg RS (
g1 1S dzldd / 2YS KSNB FyR 3ISiG I LASOS 2F YSI i
GKSY KFR (GKS O2dz2N}3S G2 G4Sftf YS GKFEG KS RAR)
cut a small piece so | can put it on a stick and | tbidh it was shish kebab. | managed to
cook it on the fire somehow. There was no salt, of course, but it smelled and tasted good
just like any other shish kebab.

After | cooked it | walked close to my friends and as soon as they saw me they
cracked a smileAfter all we were like brothers at the American Farm School, eating,
sleeping,and sharingtogether for three whole yearsSo | came close to the eating one
piece of meat, making faces hoe delicious it was. At the same time | cut a piece and put it
near the mouth of the one who did not have an appetite. As | did that | saw the faces of
the others looking at me like little hungry little birds. | gave them each a piece to taste,
odzi y2d Fyeé Y2NB (0KIFy (GKIFIG® L Al ARDL GglRaz A2
surprised that after a few seconds one by one they got up and took their share of the
meat, cooked it and came back close to me to eat it.

Afterwards we discussed everything in a low voice. Somewhere there must be
goats. We were pretty suré& was stolen from some poor farmer, enepherd, because all
GKS F22R UKSNB ¢gla adz2ftSys (KS& R2y Qi LINZ RdL
come into the villages and take any food they want with a gun. Then they go back to the
mountains. From tis point on they sai® 24 b ¥ Bkchidse they were close to their
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RSAUGAYIFGA2Yy S GKSANI OF YLIA® G52y Qi 62NNET 6S ¢
FNY¥eé 06SOFdzaS (GKSe Olyy2i FTAYR dzz KSNB¢ O

We were going to have to sleep at night and walk in the daye. Take your
oflyl1Sida IyR O02YS Ay (KS OKdz2NOK G2 aftSSL) F2I
again.

We followed one of them into the church like inseparable sheep and sat in one of
the corners. Constantly some of us, since we were Christiaresje the sign of the cross
when we entered the church. When the guerillaavs this, they laughed at us like it was
funny to believe in God. But they have their own religiathe religion of communism.

Now curled in a corner, we were watching them to see atkelse they would do.
First they brought some wood from outsidend started a fire right in the middle of the
little church. After they brought some more heavy wood and started singing revolutionary
songs. They tried to teach us the words and expectedaikeep up with their singing. At
the same time, they knew first that we were here against our will, and second, we were
not eduated in their communist war yetas one of them putitd , 2 dz 3dzé¢a | NB 3I2A
leaders of communism because you have edueati It is not going to be too long before
we get the rest of you and some day when we liberate Greece. You are going to
appreciate this. We did you a big favor by taking out of the hands of the fascist
A2PSNYYSyld YR R2y Qi F2NEHSO (KAa®

| almost say somethy 3 o6dzi L &G2LIISRD® Ly Yé (GK2dzaKi
RARY QO [a1{SR dza AT 6S o6FyiSR adzOK Fl @2N) (2
A20SNYYSYyd FyR GF1S dz& FNRY (0KS aoOKz2 s
how could | dare to expresmy feeling2 NJ G KA ad GK2dzZZ3K4G AyaARS YSKé
killed me right there.

In moments like this you have to watch and listen and listen and watch, but nobody
can twist your mind unless you want them to. We watched all this theatrical exhibition
from a distance in the corner. They ridiculed this little church and the Christian faith any
way they could. One of them walked in the separate holy room where only the priests are
allowed. When he came out he was wearing the frocks of the priest and stadancing
around the fire like a wild man.
Sincechildhood, all of us had great respedbr anything that was holy. Seeing this man
going this theatrical play, | personally thought he was the devil himself right in front of us.
We could not explain all tase happenings. The other guerrillas of course were laughing
with all their hearts at this performance, except for one guerrilla who later said to him.
GeKIGQa Sy2daAK>X Odzi AG 2dzi YR R2y QUG R2 Fye
a priest befoe he died, so we understood. He had some feelings after all. He was a leader
of his mission and he wanted to have control all around.

Everybody now was watching the flames of the firds we saw their wild faces tire.
Everyone was falling asleep. It wasaelfirst time in four days that we had a little sleep.
Early in the morning they woke us up and told us to get ready quickly. We were leaving
the place. It was no surprise that we could not open the door since, during the night we
had 34 foot snowfallbecause we were high in the mountains. It was cold bitter snow. We
were in the middle of the winter.

The head man of the guerrillas started walking in front of us. The five of us
followed this man. We were opening the path for the rest of them to comealoouple of
K2dzZNBE 6S 6SNB az2l 1Ay3a gSiG> OKAffSR (G2 GKS 067
know where to step. The snow was almost 4 feet. The sun came out and started melting
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the snow. All the snow in our shoes was melting. Our stocking weyaked and our feet
GSNBE ¢St 2SS 0O02dz RyQiu aidlyR® 2SS KIFIR G2 6]
this was making the situatiorworse.

From the slops from this mountain we could see a small village way down in the
NI Ay Sd ¢ KSe& abktdpRny place rigiit Bow beBaus2 wg afe2giing by a very
dangerous pass. There is one passage and it is possible by the national army or police. The
L2t A0S 2NJ GKS FNX¥ASE Ll2aaroteée 6SNBE FTNRY (Kl
waste any time. By theitne we reached that point it was getting dark and the fear was
there that may be we would fall into an ambush. | was feeling numb in my feet and by
looking into the faces of my schoolmates | realized that they must be in the same
condition, very bluelips and watery eyes. Now we were pretty close to that designated
point where they expected to be ambushedand of course, it was the only way to pass
through to the other side. As | found later, the guerrillas used a cleaver technique to full
the national armywhich was probably stationed in the village. They sent a guerrilla about
four miles on the opposite side of the pass that we were ready to go through and told him
to start a big fire and then come right back or find us some place on the other side.

During all this commotion | saw that this trick really worked saessfully because
we heard gunfire from the direction of the fire, and we passed through with no problem.
We passed very close to that last free village. Our dream to escape diminished since we
were in guerrilla territory now and by losing our sense of direction. We were at the point
where nobody knew where we were. It was six days after the night we were abducted. We
were walking. Following then with wet cloths, wet feet, hungrnand miserably tired Every
2y0S IyR ¢gKATS 2yS 2F (GKSY ¢g2dz R 48T dahy @&:;:
to be over, so you guys be patienn a few hours, dry cloths, good food and nice beds are
gFrAGAY 3 F2N) &2dzdé @

LF 6S 6SNByQl a2 yI Oy oftbis norsezseRhyitnitheK | @S
condition we were in it sounded so good to our ears. But the truth was something else.
How could they provide us with the luxuries they promised us up here in these mountain?.
LG ¢2dzZ RyQil o0S (22 f atHosedbiy et N told & dwidgdabse T A ¥ R
six days and nights.
It was evening when we arrived and mehe first guard. After the right code name, the
guard let us pass through. A few hundred yards farther we saw the first hut made of wood
and branche from the tall trees from the surrounding thick forest. It was impossible to be
seen from the air unless we started a fire. We started passing the first huts and we saw
from the open said men and women staring at us as we went by. Some of theme said
G2 SfYB G2 ftA0SNIGS DNBSOS¢o

Later we saw a guerrilla jump out of his hut with an authoritarian voice he said
f2dRfteT tA1S KS (ySs o6K2 6S 6SNB IyR Ftf |0
come you did not bring the American director of the School withu for a vacation up here
Ay GKS Y2dzydlFIAyakK L 1y2¢ KS Aa LINBGGe 2ftR Yl
KAY 2y @2dzNJ 61 01ad .dzi yS@OSNI YAYR 2yS RI @&
pretended his remarks were funny and gave him a fake lemihere were some more huts,
all occupied and some smoke coming from the top of them. | figured out in my mind that
inside one of them must be the nice dry cloths and beds waiting for me with a nice table
with all kinds of food. Aftera while we stoppeda few yards from one of thenand saw one
by one coming out and counted them. There were about 20 women and men inside that
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little hut, and right away | came out of my day dream into the present reality. | would be
very lucky if | had a piece of bread.

A little bit further we saw this big pot with something inside. The cowalas putting
it in the fire and boiling something. Probably this was the kitchen area.
¢CKS JdzSNNATtIl GKFIG o6& gAGK dza alAR® a{dlyR
put each ofyou to those huts so you can go and get warm and dry your cloths.
tKS 0221 OIFYS 0Of2asS (2 dza YR alFAR® &, 2dz 3Idze
Fye@dKAY3a (2 3IAGS @2dzz Ay | 02dzZL)f S 2F K2 dzZNA ¢
the stove A (ibBiling in the pot.

This mam shows the rout we followed for eight days to reach the guerrilla camp on the
mountain of Holomon in the county oKhalkidhiki The walk was done only after dark all
night to avoid detection and during the day we weteiding in thick bushes alwaysith
gunson our backin treacherous weatherwithout food, water and shelter.

We are standing with all total strangers. Suddenly we heard a loud voice from the higher
distance where there were guards to watch for air raids. We heard him calling down.
G! ANLI FySas FANLIIFySaeg GKS 0221 RARYyQdO gl ad
water which he kept near the by for this occasion, | guess, on the gire. In two or three
minutesyou could hardly see any smoke from the area. | guess they must have done this
many many times before. They were expeantthis kind of defense.

We could see those two planes through the trees. They circled around couple of
times and they took off. The @1 3JdzSNNAf f+ &l AR® a5 Yy GK2as
KIS Fye LISHEOS:I S@Sy F2NI Iy K2dzNJ 2NJ g2 (2 C
After some more nasty remarks he tries to start the fire again and by that time it was
getting dark.



